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ABSTRACT: Education is believed to be a force and an 
awareness to make human beings civilized and dignified, 
which in the Islamic conception of education is aimed at 
becoming a "grace" for all. To achieve this ideal goal requires 
a relevant and compatible superstructure and infrastructure 
for an educational institution, whether formal, informal, and 
nonformal. In addition, endless endeavors are also 
indispensable. So far the reality of the output of our 
educational institution is still far from the ideal ideal. It 
reads from the alienation of our human education resources 
when speaking on the global scene as well as grassroots 
communities, and if examined further and deeper, then many 
things need to be addressed and rearranged, both in the realm 
of the system and its implementation. This simple paper will 
attempt to discuss and provide a concept of locus foothold on 
the level of Education in the Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin 
Perspective. Furthermore, this paper is divided into three 
parts, namely Introduction, Discussion, then end with 
Closing. 
 
Keywords: Education, Perspective, Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin. 
 
ABSTRAK: Pendidikan diyakini sebagai kekuatan dan 
kesadaran untuk membuat manusia beradab dan 
bermartabat, yang dalam konsepsi Islam tentang 
pendidikan ditujukan untuk menjadi "rahmat" bagi 
semua. Untuk mencapai tujuan ideal ini diperlukan 
suprastruktur dan infrastruktur yang relevan dan sesuai 
untuk institusi pendidikan, baik formal, informal, 
maupun nonformal. Selain itu, usaha tanpa henti juga 
sangat diperlukan. Sejauh ini kenyataan output dari 
institusi pendidikan kita masih jauh dari ideal ideal. 
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Ini terbaca dari keterasingan sumber daya pendidikan 
manusia kita saat berbicara di kancah global dan juga 
komunitas akar rumput, dan jika diteliti lebih jauh dan 
dalam, maka banyak hal perlu ditangani dan disusun 
kembali, baik di ranah sistem maupun 
implementasinya. Makalah sederhana ini akan 
mencoba membahas dan memberikan konsep pijakan 
locus pada tingkat Pendidikan dalam Rahmatan Lil 
'Alamin Perspective. Selanjutnya tulisan ini dibagi 
menjadi tiga bagian, yaitu Introduction, Discussion, 
kemudian diakhiri dengan Closing. 
 
Kata kunci: Pendidikan, Perspektif, Rahmatan Lil 
'Alamin. 
 
Introduction 
The success of development is determined primarily by the 
quality of human beings, not by the abundance of natural wealth.1 
Humans are the central point that becomes the subject and 
engineer of development as well as objects that are engineered and 
enjoy the results of development. Human resources (in addition to 
certain conditions to be a burden of development) is the basic 
capital of national development that has the potential and the 
driving force for the acceleration of the implementation process of 
national development. Thus, development behavior, should always 
reflect the improvement of human dignity and dignity in order to 
improve the quality of civilization of the nation and state. In it 
required the resilience of human quality, character and morality as 
the main perpetrator.2 
Efforts to develop and improve the quality of human 
resources (HR) can be done through various channels, including 
through education. This education is a path of quality 
improvement of human resources that emphasizes on the 
formation of basic quality, such as faith and piety, personality, 
intelligence, discipline, creativity and so on.3 In terms of human 
resource development, education has a strategic value and has an 
                                                         
1A. Malik Fadjar, Reorientasi Pendidikan Islam, (Jakarta: Fajar Dunia, 1999), 
Cet. I, 157 
2Sri Bintang Pamungkas, Dengan Sumber Daya Manusia (SDM) dan IPTEK 
Mengatasi Kemiskinan, Mencapai Kemandirian, (Jakarta: Seminar dan Sarasehan 
Teknologi, 1993), 20. 
3Abdul Latif, Pengembangan Sumber Daya Manusia yang Berkualitas 
Menghadapi Era Pasar Bebas, (Jakarta: DPP HIPPI, 1996), 11. 
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important role as an investment in the future. Because 
theoretically, education is the basis of economic growth, the basis 
of the development of science and technology, reducing poverty 
and inequality in income, and improving the quality of civilization 
in general.4 The strategic value of macroeconomic education 
concludes that education holds tremendous power to create an 
overall environmental aspect and can provide the most valuable 
information about future grips and help students prepare for 
essential living needs to cope with change.5 
In developed countries, HR is a top priority in educational 
development, HR is seen as a major pillar of established 
infrastructure in the field of education. Recognized or not, the 
benchmark quality nation is viewed from the extent to which 
education is able to give birth to reliable humans. The nation will 
be qualified if the human is also qualified.6 This condition is 
different from education in Indonesia which is faced with the 
problem of providing human resources. The existence of 
discrepancies and the mismatch between output at all levels of 
education with the demands of society (social demands) in the 
world of work is an example of homework for education in 
Indonesia that must be addressed. Education is still more of a 
burden than as a force in development. Viewed from the 
perspective of human capital theory, Islamic education is faced with 
the issue of underinvestment in human capital, that is the lack of 
development of all human resources potential that is needed for 
development. As a result, education in Indonesia still has not 
shown a measured rate of return of the large number of graduates 
absorbed into the world of work.7 
The complexity of educational issues on the one hand and 
the demands of improving the quality of human resources on the 
other hand causes the issue of education remains interesting to 
discuss with the hope of this discussion could bring up alternative 
solutions in developing the quality of human resources through 
educational channels nuanced islami. 
                                                         
4John Vaizey, Pendidikan di Dunia Modern, (Jakarta: Gunung Agung, 1980), 
41. 
5Dian Iskandar Jaelani, Pendidikan Islam Dalam Meningkatkan Kualitas 
Sumber Daya Manusia: Konsep Dan Strategi Implementatif, Jurnal Edukasi STAIM 
Tulungagung, Volume 03, Nomor 01, Juni 2015, 701. 
6Moh. Yamin, Menggugat Pendidikan Indonesia: Belajar dari Paulo Freire 
dan Ki Hajar Dewantara, (Yogyakarta: Arruz Media, 2009), 261. 
7Ace Suryadi dan H.A.R. Tilaar, Analisis Kebijakan Pendidikan; Suatu 
Pengantar, (Bandung: Remaja Rosdakarya, 1986), 15. 
161    Al-hayat, Volume 01, Nomor 01, November 2017: 158-170 
 
From some arguments above, the authors are interested to raise 
the theme of education in the perspective rahmatan lil 'alamin. Where 
it tesebut expected to help contribute thoughts in the arena of thought 
or concept that already exist today. 
 
Discussion 
To further focus and systematize this paper, the authors will 
examine: 1) Humanistic Education, 2) Enlightening and 
Empowering Education, and 3) Education Formulation of 
Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin. 
1. Humanistic Education 
The word "humanist" in Popular Science Dictionary 
means, a doctrine that emphasizes the human and ideal 
interests.8 Humanists as the modern "anti-religious" 
philosophical school, but in another sense, where its 
supporters are so optimistic about human possibilities or 
abilities. The philosophy of humanism has several worldviews 
centering on human needs and interests.9 
Islamic education has a strategic role as a means of 
human resources and human investment. That is, education in 
addition to aims to cultivate a better life, also has come 
coloring and become the basis of moral and ethics as a glue the 
value of humanity in the empowerment of the national 
identity.10 Departing from the meaning of this education, then 
it is natural that the essence of education is a process of 
humanization. Humanization is seen as a positive idea by most 
people. With the strong brotherhood of a person tends to be 
understood as the attitude of humanism. Humanism reminds 
us of ideas such as the love of humanity, peace, and 
brotherhood. But the philosophical meaning of humanism is 
far more significant; humanism is the way of thinking that put 
forward the concept of humanity fairness as its focus and sole 
purpose. Humanism as a system of thought based on values, 
characteristics, and actions that are believed to be best for 
man, not on any supernatural authority.11 Education is a 
                                                         
8Abdul Mujib,, et al., Ilmu Pendidikan Islam, (Jakarta: Kencana, Cet.2. 
2008), 134 
9Abdurrahman Mas'ud,  Menggagas  Pendidikan  Nondikotomik,  
(Yogyakarta: Gama Media, 2002), 129. 
10http://www.sfeduresearch.org/content/view/175/66/1/6/lang,id/. 
Tanggal, 17 Desember 2007. 
11http://www.sfeduresearch.org/content/view/175/66/1/6/lang,id/, tanggal 
17 Desember 2007.  Kajian Normatif Teks al-Qur’an tentang Humanis. 
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process of humanization or human humanity.12 A view that 
implies the educational process with the orientation to the 
development of human aspects of human, both physically-
biological and psychological-psychological. Physical-biological 
aspects of human beings will naturally undergo development, 
growth, and "aging." While aspects of human psychology 
through education are tried "matured," awakened, and 
"inserted" through education as a positive preliminary element 
in development a civilized life.13 From this thinking then 
education is a conscious action with the aim of maintaining 
and developing the nature and potential (human resources) 
towards the formation of a human whole. Understanding the 
concept of education as a humanization process is to make 
awareness of human beings as learners about his position and 
role in this life. The word awareness clearly contains the basic 
meaning and implication because it will come into contact 
with the deepest aspect of human life, that is the dynamics of 
psychology and spirituality. These two aspects are the driving 
force of human beings in building a culturally and civilized 
life.14 
In the humanist paradigm, man is seen as a creature of 
God who has certain fitrah-fitrah which must be developed 
optimally. And this human nature can only be developed 
through education that really humanize human (humanist 
education). Humanist education is oriented towards human 
development, emphasizing human values, and cultural values 
in education. This main goal is humanity, which is normative 
and personable. Developed personality is a whole personality, 
integrated and integrated with socio-cultural values. And the 
personality itself can be observed from behavior and 
experience. The main objective of humanist education is to 
help members of families, citizens and citizens of good, who 
have a democratic, responsible, self-respecting, creative, 
rational, objective, nonjudgmental spirit, self-awareness of 
change and renewal and able to utilize leisure time effectively.15 
                                                         
12A. Malik Fadjar, Holistika Pendidikan, (Jakarta: RajaGrapindo Persada, 
2005), 181. Lihat juga Fadjar, Tinta Yang Tidak Pernah Habis, (Jakarta: INTI, 2008), 
152. 
13http://www.sfeduresearch.org/content/view/175/66/1/6/lang,id/. 
Tanggal, 17 Desember 2007. 
14A. Malik Fadjar, Tinta Yang Tidak Pernah Habis, (Jakarta: INTI, 2008), 152. 
15Oemar Hamalik, Administrasi dan Supervisi Pengembangan Kurikulum. 
(Bandung, Mandar Maju, 1992), 44-45. 
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Thus, the meaning of humanist education is a process 
undertaken in education based on the teachings of Islam to 
cultivate a sense of humanity (humanize humanity) by 
promoting the sense of brotherhood among fellow human 
beings as the creature of God who shared the mandate as a 
khalifah on this earth, who based on revelation, reason and 
conscience. So as to create a safe and peaceful life without any 
violence as the main mission of Islam, as a mercy for the whole 
universe. Humanist Education (Islam), directed to reveal the 
concept of education that can shape the human attitude in the 
environment. 
Humanistic education views man as a human being, a 
creature of God with certain fitrahs to be maximally developed 
and optimal Humanistic (Islamic) education is education 
introduces his high appreciation to human beings as God's 
noble and free creatures and within the boundaries of his 
existence essential, as well as khalifatullah (Surat al-Baqarah: 
30).16 
Thus, humanistic (Islamic) education aims to form 
humanity with true humanitarian commitment, that is man 
who has consciousness, freedom, and responsibility as an 
individual human, but not lifted from the factual truth that he 
lives in society.17 Thus he has a moral responsibility to the 
environment, in the form of his dedication to devote himself 
for the benefit of society. The principles of humanists 
emphasize the importance of individual human needs. 
Individuals have a boost to self-actualization and responsibility 
to themselves and others. 
 The concept of humanistic education suggests that at 
least two main things need to be fostered in the educational 
process. The second thing is the process of forming a human 
profile profile with a humane mentality (human) who has a 
healthy physical appearance, normal, and well behaved, 
reasonable and praiseworthy. The process of forming the 
human profile profile to be humane is analogized by the 
humanization process of educational hominization.18 
                                                         
16Baharuddin dan Makin, Pendidikan Humanistik; Konsep, Teori, dan 
Aplikasi Praktis dalam Dunia Pendidikan. (Yogyakarta; Ar-Ruzz Media, 2007), 23. 
17Ibid, 23. 
18Hamid Darmadi. “Humanisasi dan Hominisasi Pendidikan”. (Pontianak 
Post On Line, Senin, 26 Mei 2003) 
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Humanization is the process of bringing and directing 
attitudes and behaviors of learners to maturity so that it has a 
"humane" mentality. It means to have the ability to put 
themselves in a natural, self-controlled, civilized and civilized 
manner, and uphold the values of humanity. 
Hominization with regard to human development efforts 
with all its potential as a living creature. In this context 
education is required to condition and facilitate a person 
(learners) to meet the needs of his life and is responsible for 
the welfare of themselves and society. Therefore, the 
educational process is required to encourage the growth and 
development of the process of hominization and humanization 
simultaneously, so that education can really be felt and 
dilakoni naturally with full meaning. 
Being human is meant to place others in a civilized and 
civilized position. What kind of education can make a person 
become civilized and civilized it ?. The answer at least leads to 
two things: the process of inculturation and acculturation. 
Inculturation leads to the internalization of traditional values 
as well as an effort to recognize its own culture, so that it can 
be firmly rooted in its own culture. While acculturation is 
more directed to aspects of openness, and tolerance of the 
influx of influences of foreign cultural elements. In this second 
context, the acquisition of foreign languages is necessary for 
dialogue with foreign societies and cultures. 
2. Enlightening and Empowering Education 
Participatory social education seeks to help human 
beings (the students) get out of a state of helplessness and 
barbarity towards a state of power and more civilized. This 
powerless and civilized state is the main focus of participatory 
social education. 
Borrowing the term Naila Kabeer, M. Sastrapratedja says 
that empowerment is closely related to the three basic 
meanings, namely power-to power, power-with, and 
powerwithin.19 These three powers also determine the civilized 
(civilized) and uncivilized (uncivilized) person. 
Power-to is a creative force that becomes an individual 
dimension of empowerment that makes a person (a student) 
able to do something. The ability to do something signifies 
                                                         
19M. Sastrapratedja, Pendidikan sebagai Humanisasi (Yogyakarta: USD, 
2001), 11-13. Bandingkan dengan Mudda’i, “Pendidikan Humaniora: Sebuah 
Model Pendidikan Sejati,” Jurnal Edukasi, Edisi No. 5, 2006, 39-40 
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that they have reached a significant level of development. 
Personal maturity begins to emerge which ultimately leads to 
independence in making decisions, solving problems, building 
skills and knowledge. It can be achieved if the individual aspect 
of the creativity of the students is not only recognized, but 
appreciated and honored by creating a conducive and 
responsive learning situation. 
Creativity is closely related to personality in the sense 
that the development of creative potential has a major effect 
on the personality of a person (the protege). If the creative 
potential of the protégé gets enough stimuli to develop, then 
he will grow into a creative human being. Creative people 
usually have a more integrative, independent and self-reliant 
personality. Conversely, less creative people usually have less 
potential for creative potential because it may be hampered by 
a non-supportive learning-culture environment. As a result, the 
person tends to be inferior, not confident, and even always rely 
on others. This type of person is easily influenced and tricked 
by others, because he does not have a firm stance of 
conviction. 
In order for the above-mentioned power-up development 
not to lead to an overly expressive individualistic attitude, it 
must be followed by the development of power-with, which 
helps students to be good with others, creating solidarity and 
harmony with each other. This can be achieved through the 
seeding of the social values of humanity within the students. 
Love is the most noble humanity of all people. Love can make 
a person sensitive to the needs of others (sense of crisis). With 
love one can spread empathy and sympathy to others. With 
love lasih someone can unite with others (sense of belonging). 
And with love also one can be a whole and integral human, or 
a kind of personal integration. Only intact and integral human 
beings are able to build solidarity. Solidarity arises because 
there is the same sensibility among human beings, namely the 
sense of calling for (mutual) respecting and respecting human 
dignity universally. Only with this love will create a 
harmonious relationship with noble attitudes and not contrary 
to the teachings of religion. Power-with is directly related to the 
morality of learners / students. However, this power of 
morality will not come from outside, but it grows from within 
(inside out), that is through impulses of the power-within. This 
power usually grows through the grasping of religious values of 
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religion. This is in complete sync with the natural human 
inclination of religion. Here religion becomes the power of 
human transcendence in relationships with the "other." 
Religion becomes a kind of glue between man and man and 
between man and creator. Therefore, the development of 
power-within through the planting and fertilization of religious 
values is very important to be done as an effort to maintain 
and preserve human transcendence itself. It is important that 
the cause of power-within makes human beings more humane, 
because in that place human dignity is built, its dignity and 
prestige are upheld, and the values that emanate from that 
dignity are respected and glorified. For that, educators are 
expected to be able to stimulate learning by internalizing the 
values of spirituality in each teaching activity.20 
For that there is no other choice, if Muslims want to be 
empowered and empowered and live with full prosperity then 
the Islamic education must come with the original face of 
education that develops all aspects of life including in the 
development of welfare of the ummah.21 
From this it is clear that these three forces become the 
most important part of the goal or objective / direction of 
participatory social education. Although this lesson 
"impressed" emphasizes the power-with aspect of its 
participatory social aspect, it can not be realized without being 
sustained and supported by the other two forces. For that, 
understanding the three elements of the above forces in an 
integrated (integral) in the student becomes the most 
important part to know more about the desired goals and goals 
in participatory social education. 
3. The Education Formulation of Rahmatan Lil 'Alamin 
In connection with the Education of Rahmatan Lil 
'Alamin, Rasulullah SAW. do it to some of the friends he 
teaches. He also delegated authority to some friends who have 
been given sufficient knowledge to convey and teach the 
teachings of Islam to those who have not or have just 
embraced Islam.22 
                                                         
20Bakir, Pendidikan Agama Islam Berbasis Tiga Matra Pemberdayaan Sosial-
Paritisipatif, 178-202  | ’Anil Islam Vol. 8. Nomor 2, Desember 2015, 179-202 
21Qurash Shihab, Wawasan Al-Qur’an, (Bandung: Mizan,  1996), 127-128. 
22Safii Antonio, Muhammad SAW.: The Super Leader Super Manager, (Jakarta: 
Tazkia Publishing, 2009), 147. 
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There are some secrets of the success of science cadre 
conducted by Rasulullah SAW. against his Companions, as 
follows: 
a. The educational base that Rasulullah SAW built. is faith. 
Because of this faith, then comes the self-controlling 
individuals and individuals who believe that whatever they 
do will someday be held accountable by God. Thus, from 
the jet of faith that appears the individuals who are honest, 
responsible, trustworthy, and noble. 
b. Rasulullah SAW. making morality as a very important part 
in the process of fostering the people he did. This he 
preached in his sermons. In addition, in the opportunity to 
talk and hang out with friends, he strongly emphasized this 
aspect of morality to them. Then, no less important is that 
Rasulullah SAW. gives a concrete example of how this 
noble form of morality through its daily behavior. Thus, the 
result of moral education that he did, born noble human 
beings. Later, the noble character owned by these friends 
became a great capital for them in achieving success in the 
struggle that they do. 
c. Interest-based education and talent. Rasulullah SAW. very 
know that each friend he has has advantages and 
uniqueness-uniqueness in which one is different from the 
others. Therefore, he does not burden them to do 
something beyond their natural talents and capacities. 
Eventually grew up special humans with their natural talent 
base. 
d. Education with the base of prayer and riyâdhah (tirakat). 
Rasulullah SAW. taught that prayer is something that is 
important for every believer. In addition he also gave 
examples of how to pray and riyâdhah, the actual outward 
potency is limited, can be multiplied so that the power can 
exceed the state if not accompanied by prayer.23 
Thus, efforts are made not merely on the outward ability, 
but also supported by the power of the sky so that success and 
glory can be achieved. This is also very emphasized by the 
Qur'an and Sunnah. 
Indeed, what is needed now is to restore the tradition of 
learning that has become the civilization of Muslims into their 
                                                         
23Imron Fauzi, Manajemen Pendidikan ala Rasulullah, (Jogyakarta: Ar-Ruz 
Media, 2012), 167-169. 
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lives. A tradition that departs from the prophetic spirit,24 
which is based on the spirit and roots of tauhid strong and 
leads to superior and cautious personalities.25 
According to Schimmel, the imitation of the noble acts 
and thoughts of Muhammad, the "good example", which he 
taught his people through personal examples, was meant to 
form every Muslim, as if he were the Apostle of Allah. Thus it 
is so that everyone, as he himself must bear witness to the 
oneness of God through all his deeds and existence.26 
Further Schimmel says, in addition to the Prophet 
Muhammad as a good example, he is also a Grace for the 
whole universe. As the word of Allah SWT. in the letter al 
Anbiyâ 'verse 107. 
ينملعلل ةحمر لاإ كنلسرأ آمو 
"We have not sent you, but to be a mercy to the worlds."27 
Schimmel said that "such Qur'anic sentences are the 
basis for Muhammad's exaltation far beyond the reverence 
usually given to a Prophet, and even now devout Muslims will 
never mention something possessed or related to the Prophet 
without adds the sharif attribute ("noble").28 
After observing and understanding various opinions and 
views of experts on the concept of education that rahmatan lil 
'alamin, it can be drawn a conclusion that rahmatan lil' alamin 
is the value of education based on the Qur'an Hadith, 
continue the mission of the Prophet and imitate his main 
character (sidiq, amanah , tabligh and fathanah) in responding 
to social change based on the concept of the best people, social 
activity in shaping history, and divine awareness. 
 
Conclusion 
The meaning of education based on rahmatan lil 'alamin is a 
process done in education based on the teachings of Islam to 
cultivate a sense of humanity (humanizing humanity) by promoting 
the sense of brotherhood among fellow human beings as God's 
                                                         
24Dwi Budiyanto, Prophetic Learning: Menjadi Cerdas dengan Jalan Kenabian, 
(Jogyakarta: Pro-U Media, 2008), 8. 
25Ibid, 7. 
26Annemarie Schimmel, Dan Muhammad adalah Utusan Allah, (Bandung : 
Mizan, 1992), 41. 
27Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya, versi e-book, (Imajina Fun Studio, 2007), 
500. 
28Annemarie Schimmel, Dan Muhammad adalah Utusan Allah, 44. 
169    Al-hayat, Volume 01, Nomor 01, November 2017: 158-170 
 
creatures who share the same mandate as a khalifah on this earth , 
which is based on revelation, reason and conscience. So as to create 
a safe and peaceful life without any violence as the main mission of 
Islam, as a mercy for the whole universe. Humanist Education 
(Islam), directed to reveal the concept of education that can shape 
the human attitude in the environment. 
In addition, education in the perspective of rahmatan lil 
'alamin also makes the value of education based on the Qur'an 
Hadith, continuing the mission of the Prophet and imitating his 
main character (sidiq, amanah, tabligh, and fathanah) in 
responding to social change. 
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